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Welcome From the Head Teacher 

Senior Phase Course Information Booklet

Dear Parent/Carer, 

This course choice booklet is designed to give you an insight into the opportunities we offer in 
the Senior Phase at Alva Academy. It provides an overview of the qualifications we teach 
and examples of the many pathways open to our young people. Additionally we have 
included data that shows how attainment in S4 could translate to S5 attainment.  

As a school community we recognise the wide ranging talent, interests and abilities of all our 
pupils. Our ultimate aim is to develop the full potential of all our young people. Our success 
stems from the way we value every pupil by providing them with the knowledge, skills and 
confidence to meet the challenges of our ever changing world. 

We do this in an atmosphere which is happy, disciplined, purposeful and productive. 
Prominence is given to the quality of relationships between staff and pupils as well as 
academic achievement. Our ethos is firmly based on our school values. At the same time we 
promote tolerance, understanding and respect for the views of others. We are committed to 
equality of opportunity and to the promotion of justice and service to our community. 

The school has consistently proved to be successful in a number of different areas - SQA
results, wider achievements and a variety of awards including Duke of Edinburgh and the 
Scottish Education Awards. However, our success depends to a very large extent on the co-
operation and involvement of parents who are encouraged to take an active interest in the 
work and life of the school. Parents are encouraged to consult with myself or senior staff 
about the progress and welfare of their children. These relationships are key to not only a 
smooth transition but also your childõs academic, social and emotional development. 

If you need any additional information or want to discuss any issues or concerns you have, 
please do not hesitate in contacting us. 

With every good wish.

Scott McEwan 

Head Teacher 
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Notes Concerning Progression Data Sources

These tables represent the first formal release of annual progression information to be 
published on the SQAwebsite. Progression information has previously been created within 
SQAin response to specific requests, some of which were later made available to a wider 
range of external stakeholders. Production of such progression information requires decisions 
to be made regarding the source of the data to be used (e.g. August or December 
attainment data), the data flags to be considered before any data are included, as well as 
the progression routes to be considered. Such decisions mean that there may be minor 
differences between the figures in this publication and what has previously been made 
available through SQAresponses to specific requests and historical reports.

Attainment Statistics (December) data is used for all tables. This was referred to as ôPost-
Appealõ data prior to the introduction of Post-results Services. Attainment Statistics 
(December) data includes all recorded course results after completion of Post-results 
Services.

These tables detail progression at the lower level of the qualification to each available 
graded result at the higher level of the qualification. Progression from an ungraded to 
graded National Qualification is only considered for National 4 to National 5, given that 
such qualifications were designed to be in a hierarchy and related further by the 
Recognising Positive Achievement arrangements. During the dual-running years where the 
new National Qualifications were available alongside the previous qualifications (Standard 
Grades, Intermediates, previous Higher and previous Advanced Higher), a number of 
progression pathways were possible.

In most instances, only subjects with a direct (intended by design) progression route are 
included. Typically, these progression routes will now involve a qualification at consecutive 
levels with the same qualification code. A small number of alternative subject progression 
routes are considered where the number of learners involved is moderate or high, and/or no 
direct progression is available between SCQFlevels (e.g. LifeskillsMathematics is not 
available at Higher level, so the progression route LifeskillsMathematics National 5 to 
Mathematics Higher is presented). Cases where progression is between qualifications with 
different titles are explicitly detailed as ôQualification Name X to Qualification Name Yõ. 
Where qualifications in the progression route share the same title, only the title is shown.

Qualifications are grouped in line with standard SQAstatistical reporting titles (e.g. ôChinese 
Languagesõ includes ôCantoneseõ, ôMandarin (Traditional)õ and ôMandarin (Simplified)õ).

Where there are fewer than 20 candidates progressing from a given result at the lower 
level, no progression percentages are displayed.

SQA Progression Statistics 1
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The figures in the table below show the likelihood of success at National 5 based on success at 
National 4.
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SQA Progression Statistics 3

The figures in the table below show the likelihood of success at Higher based on success at 
National 5.
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Learner Journeys
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BA (HONS) Business Management

Entry Qualifications

SQAHigher ABBBBincluding English PLUS Nat 5 Mathsat C

Foundation Apprenticeship

Accepted as equivalent to one Higher as part of the overall grade profile of Highersrequired 
for entry. Any essential subjects at Higher should still be achieved in addition to the 
Foundation Apprenticeship.

Louiseõs learner Journey

S4 English - N5 Maths - N5 Dance - N5 Physics - N5 History - N5 Modern Studies -

N5

Engineering 

Science - N5

Result B D B D C C C

Progression 

Statistic

70% 24% 96% 26% 63% 43% 17%

S5 English Higher Business 

Management 

N5

Dance Higher History Higher Higher Modern 

Studies

Result B A A B D

S6 Business 

Management -

Higher

Maths ïN5 Foundation 

Apprenticeship 

Accounts

History ïAH

Result A B C

Leaver 

Destination
University ïBusiness Management

Desired 

Occupation
Owner of a Dance School
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Learner Journeys
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HNC: Engineering SCQFLevel 7

Entry Qualifications
One of the following:
¶ Two Highers: One at Level C or above in Physics, Chemistry or Technological Studies and 

Higher Mathsat Level B or above
¶ Foundation Apprenticeship: Engineering SCQFLevel 6

Michaelõs Learner Journey

S4 English - N5 Maths ïN4 Design & 

Manufacture N5

Engineering 

Science N5

Physics ïN4 Geography - N5 History ïN4

Result B Pass B C Pass C Pass

Progression 

Statistic

70% 39% 50% 17% 43% 45% 46%

S5 English 

Higher

Foundation 

Apprenticeship-

Engineering 

Year 1 

Design & 

Manufacture 

Higher

Geography 

Higher

History

N5

Result C D C D

S6 Maths N5 Foundation 

Apprenticeship-

Engineering

Year 2  

Design & 

Manufacture 

Higher

Wider 

Achievement

Result C Pass B

Leaver 

Destination
College ïHNC in Engineering

Job 

opportunities
¶ Modern Apprenticeships 

¶ Technician level engineering posts

¶ Mechanical engineer

¶ Renewable engineer

¶ Systems engineer

¶ Engineering designer

7



Learner Journeys
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Undergraduate: Medicine MBChB

Entry Qualifications
¶ S5 academic entry requirements: No entry from S5. Minimum S5 academic entry 

requirements: AAAAA/AAAABB
¶

¶ Standard S6 academic entry requirements: S6 Conditional Offers require 
applicants to achieve EITHER two Advanced higher (one at Grade A and the other at 
Grade B) AND one Higher at Grade B OR three Advanced Highersat Grades BBB. 
There are no subject requirements for Advanced Highersin S6.

¶ Other mandatory requirements: Applicants are not considered for entry to 
Medicine from S5. Higher Grades must include Chemistry AND Biology AND either 
Mathematics or Physics. It is acceptable to take Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics or 
Physics as Highersin S6 provided grades AAAAA or AAAABBare achieved by S5. A 
minimum grade B would be required in any required Higher subject studied in S6. 
Advanced Highersare normally only considered from S6. Biology and Human Biology 
are NOT considered as separate subjects at Higher. English at N5 level at Grade B or 
above. UCAT/Interview. Applicants who are successful at interview will be made 
Conditional Offers based on S6 results.

Paulaõs Learner Journey

S4 English - N5 Maths ïN5 Chemistry - N5 Biology - N5 History ïN5 Spanish - N5 Geography ï

N5

Result A A A A A A A

Progression 

Statistic

95% 90% 96% 96% 95% 96% 94%

S5 English 

Higher

Maths - Higher Chemistry  

Higher

Biology 

Higher

Spanish Higher

Result A A A A A

S6 Maths - AH Chemistry - AH Biology - AH

Result A B A

Leaver 

Destination
University ïMedicine

8
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Various pathways from 7 N4 awards in S4

¶ 7 N4 awards ðthere is the possibility of adding a Skills for Work (SCQFLevel 5) in 
Core Time in S4

¶ If column choice allows do 5 N5
¶ If not pick up Skills for Work(SCQFLevel 5) in Construction/hairdressing/hospitality

S4 English ïN4 Maths ïN4 Woodwork ï

N4

PE ïN4 History ïN4 Art and Designï

N4

Music ïN4

Result Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass Pass

Progression 

Statistic

71% 39% 94% 86% 46% 80% 80%

S5 English N5 Woodwork N5 PE N5 Art & Design N5 Music N5

Result C B B C C

Leaver 

Destination
Pathway to Sports Coaching / NC Art and Design / Modern Apprenticeship in Carpentry and Joinery

9



National 5 Administration & IT

Subject specif ic info rmation for par ents/ carers

¶ Detailed information about the course canbe found at the following link
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/AdministrationAndITCourseSpecN5.pdf

Component Marks Time

Component 1:Assignment 70 3 hours

Component 2:Question Paper 50 2 hours

Breakdown of course assessment components 

¶ Assignment ðMarch
¶ Question Paper ðApril/May during exam diet

Accessto revision resources

Online:
¶ Model papersand marking instructionsfrom SQAwebsite ðplease follow link

https://www.sqa.org.uk/pastpapers/findpastpaper.htm?subject=Administration+and+IT&level=N5

¶ Pupilshave accessto software packagesthrough their glow email 
(Word/Database/Spreadsheet/PowerPoint) to allow for the
completion of pastpapers

¶ www.youtube.comfor step-by-step tutorials
¶ www.brightredbooks.net
¶ Edmodo group which includes class notes, homework tasks and class powerpoints

Pupilshave:
¶ A theory jotter to use for revision

How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?
¶ Fortheory questions, askyour childquestionsfrom the past papers(in above

link) and check using themarking instructions
¶ Encourage homework is completed on time and with due diligence.
¶ Encourage attendance at supported study

In schoolsupport
¶ PupilscanpracticeITat supported studywith the help of an Administration & IT

teacher

10
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Higher Administration & IT

Breakdown of course assessment components 

CourseContent

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecAIT.pdf

Accessto Revision Resources

¶ Theory notesjotter
¶ Glow group email
¶ Past Papersfor ITand TheoryðPupilshave these plusSQAwebsite
¶ Course ReportsðSQAWebsite
¶ You Tube Tutorials
¶ Bright RedHigherAdministration and ITTextbook
¶ Bright Red ITquestionsand website ðbrightredbooks.net
¶ Edmodo group which includes class notes, homework tasks and class powerpoints

Study Approaches

¶ Attend extra classesto practise ITpapersor come up and practise at lunchtimes.
¶ Use ITjottersto help remember ITtechniques
¶ Use mind mapsto help remember the theory notes
¶ Practise ITPastPapersat home
¶ Practise Theory PastPapers
¶ Make a study planðplan for all subjectsand make sure you put in rest time
¶ Plan in advanceðdo not leave all work to the night beforean examor assignment

11
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National 5 Art and Design

Course content and how to access
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47388.html

ÅAccess to revision resources
Supported study 
Glow groups will be created for each class
Lesson slides
Course notes
Model papers and marking instructions Paper based notes

ÅHow can you as the parent/carerbest support at home?

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model papers and check using the 
marking instructions that can be found on the SQAwebsite ðuse the link above.

Help your child to creat a practice/revisionschedule

Encourage completion of homework and ensure deadlines are met

Comment on sketchbooks when they are sent home.

20%

40%

40%

Breakdown of course assessment components

12
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Higher Art and Design

Course content and how to access
https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47388.html

ÅAccess to revision resources
Supported study 
Glow groups will be created for each class
Lesson slides
Course notes
Model papers and marking instructions Paper based notes

ÅHow can you as the parent/carerbest support at home?

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model papers and check using the 
marking instructions that can be found on the SQAwebsite ðuse the link above.

Help your child to creat a practice/revisionschedule

Encourage completion of homework and ensure deadlines are met

Comment on sketchbooks when they are sent home.

Breakdown of course assessment components

Adv Higher Art and Design

38.5%

38.5%

23%

Breakdown of course assessment components ðno examination

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: CriticalAnalysis 30 Seecourse assessment section 30%

Component 2: Expressiveor 
design portfolio

30 Seecourse assessment section 70%
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National 5 Biology

¶ Coursecontent and how to access

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/files_ccc/N5CourseSpecBiology.pdf

¶ Accessto revision resources

- Edmodo ðeach class has access to revision question slides and questions by key areas
- Lessonslides including homework questions, past papers and marking instructionsand

learning outcomes
- Model papersand marking instructionshttps://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47427.html
- Textbooks, jotters, learning outcomes
- Skills cards in class
- Revision guides and mind maps

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

- Ensure your child completes all the set homework on time

- Encourage your child to frequently review their class notes to ensure they 

understand the concepts and are keeping up with learning the facts.

- Encourage your child to create a revision tool (eg flash cards) during each topic, 

to use when revising for tests and exams.

- Encourage your child to complete skills questions to practice calculations and 

graphs.

- Encourage your child to do past papers, available on the SQA website, and 

mark them using the SQA marking instructions.

- If your child is finding a section of the work challenging then encourage them to 

attend supported study

- Encourage your child to use the SQA understanding standards website when 

preparing for the assignment and exams.

Component mark Duration %of final Mark

1. Question paper 100 2 ½hours 80%

2. Assignment

20 Maximumof 8 hoursof
whichthere is1·5hours 

for report.
20%

Breakdown of course assessment components 
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Higher Biology

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

- Ensure your child completes all the set homework on time

- Encourage your child to frequently review their class notes to ensure they 

understand the concepts and are keeping up with learning the facts.

- Encourage your child to create a revision tool (eg flash cards) during each topic, 

to use when revising for tests and exams.

- Encourage your child to practice extended response questinsusing the marking 

criteria to check for understanding.  Ensure they are strictly adhering to marking 

instructions.

- Encourage your child to do past papers, available on the SQA website, and 

mark them using the SQA marking instructions.

- If your child is finding a section of the work challenging then encourage them to 

attend supported study

- Encourage your child to use the SQA understanding standards website when 

preparing for the assignment and exams.

Breakdown of course assessment components 

Component mark Duration %of final Mark

1. Question paper 1 25 40minutes 80%

2. Question paper 2 95 2 hours20minutes

3. Assignment 20+

Maximumof 8 hoursof 
whichthere is

2 hoursfor report
20%

+Scaled to 30 by SQA

¶ Coursecontent and how to access
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecPhysics.pdf

¶ Accessto revision resources

- Lessonslides ðhomework exercises and practice questions by key areas
- Edmodo
- Model papersand marking instructionshttps://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47916.html
- Textbooks, revision guides, jotters and learning outcomes

15
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Adv Higher Biology

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

- Ensure your child completes all the set homework on time

- Encourage your child to frequently review their class notes to ensure they 

understand the concepts and are keeping up with learning the facts.

- Encourage your child to create a revision tool (eg flash cards) during each topic, 

to use when revising for tests and exams.

- Encourage your child to practice extended response questions using the marking 

criteria to check for understanding.  Ensure they are strictly adhering to marking 

instructions.

- Encourage your child to do past papers, available on the SQA website, and 

mark them using the SQA marking instructions.

- If your child is finding a section of the work challenging then encourage them to 

attend supported study

- Encourage your child to use the SQA understanding standards website when 

preparing for the projectand exams.

Breakdown of course assessment components 

* Scaled to 120 by SQA

+Scaled to 40 by SQA

Course content and how to access 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecBiology.pdf

ÅAccess to revision resources

Lesson slides
Edmodo resources ðquestion examples by unit
Learning outcomes
Past papers and marking instructions https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47912.html

Component mark Duration %of final Mark

1. Question paper 100 2 ½hours 75

2. Investigation 30 N/A 25
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National 5 Business Management

Å Course content and how to access

Available on the SQAwebsite  - (Skills, knowledge and understanding for the course 
assessment section) see below:

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/BusinessManagementCourseSpecN5.pdf

Å Access to revision resources

Paper based notes
Past papers/Specimen papers and solutions - SQAwebsite
Course Reports ðSQAWebsite Understanding Standards ðSQAWebsite You tube tutorials
Attend Supported Study sessions 
Edmodo 
BBC Bitesize
N5 Business Kahootquizzes
BrightReddigital zone

Å How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

Agree subject specific study plan ða balance of theory and past paper revision

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model papers and check using the 
marking instructions ðthe making instructions are an excellent source of notes

Ensure that your child has a dedicated area to study

Test your child on key business terms, use their notes as a guide

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: Question paper 90 2 hours 75%

Component 2: Assignment 30 5 hoursςseecourse assessment
specification on SQAwebsite.

25%

Breakdown of course assessment components 
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Higher Business Management

Å Course content and how to access

Available on the SQAwebsite  - (Skills, knowledge and understanding for the course 
assessment section) see below:

The five topics are : Understanding Business, Marketing, Operations, Finance and Human 
Resources

Å Access to revision resources

Paper based notes
Past papers/Specimen papers and solutions - SQAwebsite
Course Reports ðSQAWebsite Understanding Standards ðSQAWebsite You tube tutorials
Attend Supported Study sessions 
Edmodo 
BBC Bitesize
N5 Business Kahootquizzes
BrightReddigital zone

Å How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

Agree subject specific study plan ða balance of theory and past paper revision

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model papers and check using the 
marking instructions ðthe making instructions are an excellent source of notes

Ensure that your child has a dedicated area to study

Test your child on key business terms, use their notes as a guide

Breakdown of course assessment components 

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: Question paper 90 2 hoursand 45minutes 75%

Component 2: Assignment 30 SeeάCourseAssessmeƴǘέsection
https:/ /www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherBusiness
ManagementCAT.pdf

25%

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecBusinessManagement.pdf
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Adv Higher Business Management

Breakdown of course assessment components 

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: Question paper 80 2 hoursand 45minutes 75%

Component 2: Assignment 40 SeeάCourseAssessmeƴǘέsection
https:/ /www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/AHCASBusines
sMan.pdf

25%

Å Course content and how to access

Available through access to the Course and unit support notes - (Skills, knowledge and 
understanding for the course assessment section) see below:

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files/nq/files_ccc/AHCUSNBusinessManagement.pdf

Å Access to revision resources

Paper based notes/textbook Scholar
Edmodo
Past papers/Specimen papers and solutions - SQAwebsite Course Reports ðSQAWebsite
Understanding Standards ðSQAWebsite You tube tutorials

Å How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

Agree subject specific study plan ða balance of theory and past paper revision

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model papers and check using the 
marking instructions - the making instructions are an excellent source of notes 

Ensure that your child has a dedicated area to study and complete coursework

Test your child on key business terms, use their textbook as a guide

Watch current affairs programmes together and discuss relevant topics, this broadens pupils 
vocabulary and understand of the world of business

19
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National 5 Chemistry

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

- Ensure your child completes all the set homework on time

- Encourage your child to frequently review their class notes to ensure they 

understand the concepts and are keeping up with learning the facts.

- Encourage your child to create a revision tool (eg flash cards) during each topic, 

to use when revising for tests and exams.

- Encourage your child to practice writing formulae, writing and balancing 

chemical equations and doing calculations.

- Encourage your child to do past papers, available on the SQA website, and 

mark them using the SQA marking instructions.

- If your child is finding a section of the work challenging then encourage them to 

attend supported study

- Encourage your child to use the SQA understanding standards website when 

preparing for the projectand exams.

Breakdown of course assessment components 

¶ Coursecontent and how to access

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ChemistryCourseSpecN5.pdf

¶ Accessto revision resources

- Class notes
- Learning outcomes
- Past paper questionsand SQA marking instructions

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47428.html
- Study guide
- Revision schedule

Component mark Duration %of final Mark

1. Question paper 100 2 ½hours 80%

2. Assignment 20
Maximumof 8 hoursof
whichthere is1·5hours 

for report.
20%
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Higher Chemistry

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

- Ensure your child completes all the set homework on time

- Encourage your child to frequently review their class notes to ensure they 

understand the concepts and are keeping up with learning the facts.

- Encourage your child to create a revision tool (eg flash cards) during each topic, 

to use when revising for tests and exams.

- Encourage your child to practice writing formulae, writing and balancing 

chemical equations and doing calculations.

- Encourage your child to do past papers, available on the SQA website, and 

mark them using the SQA marking instructions.

- If your child is finding a section of the work challenging then encourage them to 

attend supported study

- Encourage your child to use the SQA understanding standards website when 

preparing for the projectand exams.

Breakdown of course assessment components 

¶ Accessto revision resources

- Learning outcomes, class notes
- Past paper questionsand SQA marking instructions
- https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47913.html
- Study guide
- Revision schedule

+Scaled to 30 by SQA

Coursecontent and how to access
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecChemistry.pdf

Component mark Duration %of final Mark

1. Question paper 1 25 40minutes 80%

2. Question paper 2 95 2 hours20minutes

3. Assignment 20+

Maximumof 8 hoursof 
whichthere is

2 hoursfor report
20%
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Adv Higher Chemistry

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

- Ensure your child completes all the set homework on time

- Encourage your child to frequently review their class notes to ensure they 

understand the concepts and are keeping up with learning the facts.

- Encourage your child to create a revision tool (eg flash cards) during each topic, 

to use when revising for tests and exams.

- Encourage your child to access SCHOLAR and use the online materials and tests

- Encourage your child to access the materials provided on Edmodo and complete 

all relevant workcards.

- Encourage your child to do past papers, available on the SQA website, and 

mark them using the SQA marking instructions.

- If your child is finding a section of the work challenging then encourage them to 

attend supported study

- Encourage your child to use the SQA understanding standards website when 

preparing for the projectand exams.

Breakdown of course assessment components 

¶ Accessto revision resources

- Lesson slides, course notes
- Past paper questionsand SQA marking instructions
- https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/48459.html
- Study guide
- Revision schedule

+Scaled to 120 by SQA
+ Scaled to 40 by SQA

Coursecontent and how to access
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files/nq/AHCourseSpecChemistry.pdf

Component mark Duration %of final Mark

1. Question paper 110 3 hours 75

2. Investigation 25 N/A 25
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National 5 Computing Science

What do pupilõsneedto know?
ÅBreakdownof courseassessmentcomponents
ÅMarksare distributed acrossall four areasof study:
Å Softwaredesignand development (approximately 40%)
Å Computer systems(approximately 10%)
Å Databasedesignand development (approximately 25%)
Å Webdesign and development (approximately 25%
Å Coursecontent and how to accessðwww.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56923.html

Available through accessto the National 5 Computing Science- (Skills, knowledgeand
understanding for the courseassessment section)

Åwww.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zfs3kqt

ÅLessonnotes(jotters)

ÅModel papersand marking instructions(SQA website)

Å How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

Fortheory questions, ask your childquestionsfrom the model papersand check

using the marking instructions

Forcalculations, have your child work through a calculationquestion and then have

them present to you the processthey followed to arrive at the solution

69%

31%
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Higher Computing

What do pupilõsneedto know?
ÅBreakdownof courseassessmentcomponents
ÅMarksare distributed acrossall four areasof study:
Å Softwaredesignand development (approximately 40%)
Å Computer systems(approximately 10%)
Å Databasedesignand development (approximately 25%)
Å Webdesign and development (approximately 25%
Å Coursecontent and how to accessðwww.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56923.html

Available through accessto the HigherComputing Science- (Skills, knowledgeand
understanding for the courseassessment section)

Åwww.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zxmh34j

ÅLessonnotes(jotters)

ÅSCHOLAR online (each pupil has a username and password)

ÅModel papersand marking instructions(SQA website)

¶ How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

Fortheory questions, ask your childquestionsfrom the model papersand check

using the marking instructions

Forcalculations, have your child work through a calculationquestion and then have

them present to you the processthey followed to arrive at the solution

69%

31%

Engagement/involvement/questioning/listening
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N5/Higher Classical Studies 25

What do pupilõs need to know?
There are three units that students will need to be familiar with in Higher Classical Studies. 
These are: Life in classical Greece ðPower and freedom, Life in the Roman world ðPower 
and freedom and Classical literature. Pupils will study democracy, slavery, the role of women 
and the empire in both Athens and Rome.  They will also read 3 classical plays covering a 
range of themes ðAntigone, Oedipus the King and Medea.
At National 5 level, pupils also study 3 units - Life in classical Greece, Classical literature and 
Life in the Roman world: Pompeii and the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Pupils will study 
democracy, slavery, education and the role of women in both Athens and Pompeii.  They will 
also read a classical play covering a range of themes ðHomerõs The Odyssey.

Course content and how to access
Available through access to the CAS -
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecClassicalStudies.pdf
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/ClassicalStudiesCourseSpecN5.pdf

Access to revision resources
Online ðthe following materials can be accessed via the classõ Edmodo group or can be 
emailed directly to students/parents/carers upon request:
Lesson slides, Course notes and Model papers and marking instructions
Paper based notes ðstudents have paper based copies of core materials, revision notes and 
checklists. These should be used to support lessons at home.
How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?
You can question your young person on key topic areas using flashcards or a similar method.
You can encourage your young person to watch relevant documentaries.
You can proof-read your young personõs essays or extended question responses to check 
accuracy.
For knowledge questions, encourage your young person to start to answer these without their 
notes being available.
For skills based questions, direct your young person to the SQAwebsite to view past papers.

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: 

question paper

80 2 hours

Component 2: 

assignment

20 1 hour - see Course assessment 

section

Breakdown of course assessment components

National 5

Higher 

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: question paper 

Classical literature

30 1 hour and 10 minutes

Component 2: question paper 

Classical society

50 1 hour and 50 minutes

Component 3: assignment 30 1 hour and 30 minutes τsee 

Course assessment section



Higher Dance 26

¶ Course content and how to access

Course content can be accessed on the SQAwebsite on the below address; 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecDance.pdf

¶ Access to revision resources

Students have been using Glow to access resources used in class and to turn in work. They can 
access this by logging into their glow account and going into the files on the ôHigher Dance 2018/19õ 
group. 

Students also have work in their jotters and workbooks. 

¶ How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

- Encourage your child to attend any supported study on offer and use the facilities in school 
when they can to practice their practical work. 

- Study using notes and resources for their written exam which takes place Monday 20th May 
9am ð11am. 

- Use specimen paper and bank of prelim papers to revise the exam structure. 
- Complete Choreographic Review prior to practical exam using the structures which can be 

found on the Higher Dance Glow Group. 

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: Practical 

(Choreography)

70 Practical Exam Day

Component 2: Performance (Technical 

Solos)

70 Practical Exam Day 

Component 3: Written Exam 40 2 hours

¶ Breakdownof courseassessmentcomponents

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecDance.pdf


N5/Higher Design and Manufacture 27

¶ Break down of courseassessmentcomponents:

National 5 & Higher:

Component Marks %of overall grade Assessment

Component 1: N5Question Paper 80 44% 1 hour 45mins

Component 2: N5DesignActivity 55 31% Extended Period of Time

Component 3:N5PracticalActivity 45 25% Extended Period of Time

Component 1:Higher Question
Paper

80 47% 2 hours15mins

Component 2:Higher DesignActivity 90 53% Extended Period of Time

Å Course content and how to access

Available on pages 1 ð18 of the Course Assessment Specification documents:

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/DesignAndManufactureCourseSpecN5.pdf 
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecDesignAndManufacture.pdf

Å Access to revision resources

Digital Notes
Edmodo
Paper-based notes/flash cardsLoginto BrightREDPublishing Design & Manufacture Digital 
Zone - Revision Site for course notes and online tests 
https://www.brightredbooks.net/subjects/n5design

Å How can you as a parent/carer best support at home?

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model/SQApast papers and check 
using the marking instructions and N5 course flash cards.
Obtain via library/bookshops/online retailers ðBrightRedN5 Design & Manufacture Study 
Guide, Leckieand LeckieN5 Design & Manufacture Success Guide, Leckieand LeckieN5 
Design &
Leckieand LeckieHigher Design & Manufacture Course Notes.
Login to BrightREDPublishing Design & Manufacture Digital Zone - Revision Site for course 
notes and online tests
https://www.brightredbooks.net/subjects/n5design

https://www.brightredbooks.net/subjects/n5design


National 5 Early Learning & Childcare

Component Marks %of overall grade Assessment

Component 1: N5Development & 

Wellbeing of Children & Young People

N/A 25%
Extended Period of Time

Component 2: N5Working in Early 
Years & Childcare

N/A 25%
Extended Period of Time

Component 3:N5Play in Early Years & 

Childcare

N/A 25%

Extended Period of Time

Component 4: N5Care & Feeding of 

Children & Young People

N/A 25%

Extended Period of Time

¶ Break down of courseassessmentcomponents

¶ Course content and how to access

Available:

SQAwebsite- https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/69529.html

¶ Accessto revi sion resources

- Digital Notes & Online Support - Edmodo
- Paper-based notesand bookletsissued by class teacher if required

¶ How can you as a parent /carer best support at home?

Encourage independent research of the subject at home.

Access the following SQAresource http://www.elcresource.co.uk/
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National 5 English

Breakdown of course assessment components 

PaperOne: Readingfor
Understanding,Analysisand 

Evaluation (RUAE)

1 Hour 30Marks
30%Overall Grade

PaperTwo:CriticalReading 1 Hour30Minutes 40Marks
40%Overall Grade

Portfolio: Externallyassessed bySQA 2 x Pieces
1 xDiscursive: Argumentative 
Writingpieceor Persuasive Writing
piece
1 xCreative: ImaginativeWriting piece

or Reflective Writingpiece

1 x 15Marks
1 x 15Marks

30%Overall Grade

Course Content

Paper One - RUAE

The Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation paper consists of a newspaper article 
taken from a Broadsheet newspaper such as: The Times, The Guardian, The Telegraph and 
questions which test pupilsõ understanding of the passage, their ability to identify and analyse 
language techniques as well as the ability to evaluate the writerõs use of language.

Paper Two ðCritical Reading

There are two sections to this paper:

Textual Analysis: This section involves an extract taken from anywhere in the Scottish Set Text 
the pupil has been taught. In this paper pupils will be asked to show their knowledge of 
language techniques such as: word choice, imagery and sentence structure and explain their 
impact. Additionally, there is an 8 mark question which tests their ability to link an aspect of the 
exam extract to the wider text.

Critical Essay: This section asks pupils to choose one Critical Essay question from the paper and 
write a Critical Essay in response to a text they have been taught. 

Access to revision resources

Å Where possible, each child has an annotated copy of their Scottish Set Texts
Å Lesson slides shared on Edmodo
Å SQAPast Papers are available on their website
Å Lesson handouts/ notes in jotter
Å Model essays / model 8 mark questions
Å Supported Study sessions
Å Weekly RUAEhomework shared on Twitter (@AlvaEnglishDept)
Å Senior revision lectures in the Assembly Hall
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How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

ÅIf pupils have access to the internet, pupils can access newspaper articles on The Guardian 
website free of charge. Read these materials together and discuss the main ideas.

ÅTest pupils on their knowledge of key characters/ themes throughout their Scottish Set Text.

ÅQuiz pupils on their quotations for their Critical Essay and the analysis that goes with them.

ÅAsk your child about the different step-by-step formulae for each type of Understanding, 
Analysis or Evaluation question.

ÅAccess Edmodo and the English Twitter feed

ÅWhere possible, purchase copies of class texts so that pupils can annotate their own copy

National 5 English (cont) 30



Course Content

Paper One - RUAE

The Reading for Understanding, Analysis and Evaluation paper consists of a newspaper article 
taken from a Broadsheet newspaper such as: The Times, The Guardian, The Telegraph and 
questions which test pupilsõ understanding of the passage, their ability to identify and analyse 
language techniques as well as the ability to evaluate the writerõs use of language.

Paper Two ðCritical Reading

There are two sections to this paper:

Textual Analysis: This section involves an extract taken from anywhere in the Scottish Set Text 
the pupil has been taught. In this paper pupils will be asked to show their knowledge of 
language techniques such as: word choice, imagery and sentence structure and explain their 
impact. Additionally, there is a 10 mark question which tests their ability to link an aspect of the 
exam extract to the wider text.

Critical Essay: This section asks pupils to choose one Critical Essay question from the paper and 
write a Critical    Essay in response to a text they have been taught. 

Access to revision resources

Å Where possible, each child has an annotated copy of their Scottish Set Texts or key 
extracts have been identified

Å Lesson slides shared on Edmodo
Å SQAPast Papers are available on their website
Å Lesson handouts/ notes in jotter
Å Model essays / model 10 mark questions
Å Drop in supported study sessions
Å Weekly RUAEhomework shared on Twitter (@AlvaEnglishDept)
Å Senior revision lectures in the Assembly Hall

Higher English

PaperOne: Readingfor
Understanding,Analysisand 

Evaluation (RUAE)

1 Hour30Minutes 30Marks
30%Overall Grade

PaperTwo:CriticalReading 1 Hour30Minutes 40Marks
40%Overall Grade

Portfolio: Externallyassessed bySQA 2 x Pieces
1 xDiscursive: Argumentative 
Writingpieceor Persuasive 
Writingpiece
1 xCreative: ImaginativeWriting 

pieceor Reflective Writingpiece

1 x 15Marks
1 x 15Marks

30%Overall Grade

Breakdown of course assessment components 
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How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

ÅIf pupils have access to the internet, pupils can access newspaper articles on The Guardian 
website free of charge. Read these materials together and discuss the main ideas.

ÅTest pupils on their knowledge of key characters/ themes throughout their Scottish Set Text.

ÅQuiz pupils on their quotations for their Critical Essay and the analysis that goes with them.

ÅAsk your child about the different step-by-step formulae for each type of Understanding, 
Analysis or Evaluation question.

ÅAccess Edmodo and the English Twitter feed

ÅWhere possible, purchase copies of class texts so that pupils can annotate their own copy
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Course Content

The assessment of the Units in this Course will be as follows:

Paper One: Literary Study

The purpose of this question paper is to assess candidatesõ ability to apply the skills of critical 
analysis and evaluation to previously studied literary texts.

ÅCandidates will choose one question from a range of questions and write a critical essay in 
response to it.

ÅCandidates will select from poetry, prose, prose non-fiction or drama. This will have 20 marks 
(20% of the total mark).

Paper Two: Textual Analysis

The purpose of this question paper is to assess candidatesõ ability to apply the skills of critical 
analysis and evaluation to an unseen literary text.

ÅCandidates will choose one question on an unseen literary text and write an extended critical 
analysis of it.

ÅCandidates will select from poetry, prose, prose non-fiction or drama. This will have 20 marks 
(20% of the total mark).
Portfolio writing: Independent Project sent to SQA

This portfolio will give candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, knowledge 
and understanding:

Åwriting in different genres for a range of purposes and audiences Candidates will produce two 
pieces of writing for two different purposes and audiences.

The writing can be from any of the following types: Åpersuasive Åinformative Åargumentative 
Åpersonal/reflective Åpoetry Åprose fiction Ådrama

There is no requirement to write both creatively and discursively. This Component will have 30 
marks (30% of the total mark).
Up to 15 marks will be awarded for each piece of writing selected for the portfolio.
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Dissertation

This dissertation will give candidates an opportunity to demonstrate the following skills, 
knowledge and understanding:

Åindependent planning, research and presentation of their knowledge and understanding of an 
aspect or aspects of literature. The text(s) chosen must not be the same as those used in the 
Literary Study question paper.

This dissertation will be between 2,500 and 3,000 words long and will have 30 marks (30% of 
the total mark).

Access to revision resources

Å Lesson slides can be e-mailed and shared on Glow or Edmodo
Å SQAPast Papers are available on their website

Å Lesson handouts/ notes in jotter
Å Model essays
Å Supported Study sessions

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

Å Ask pupils to explain their understanding of literary texts chosen as well as the 
corresponding analysis/

Å Quiz pupils on their quotations for their Critical Essay and the analysis that goes 
with them.

Å Allow pupils to explain their Portfolio/Dissertation and check with their teacher 
about specific hand in dates.
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N5/Higher Engineering Science 35

Å Course content and how to access

Available through access to the Course Specification document on the SQAwebsite: N5    
- https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/EngineeringScienceCourseSpecN5.pdf
Higher    - https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecEngineeringScience.pdf

Å Access to revision resources

Online - Google classroom - through GLOW log-in and mobile phone app

- Lesson slides
- Audio lessons
- Course notes
- Model papers and marking instructions
- Login to BrightREDPublishing Engineering Science Digital Zone - Revision 
Site for course notes and online tests https://www.brightredbooks.net/subjects/engscience

Paper based notes issued by class teacher

Å How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

For theory questions, ask your child questions from the model papers and check their 
responses using the marking instructions.

For calculations, have your child work through a calculation question and then have 
them present to you the process they followed to arrive at the solution.

Obtain via library/bookshops/online retailers ðBrightRedN5 or Higher Engineering 
Science Study Guides

Login to BrightREDPublishing Engineering Science Digital Zone - Revision Site for course 
notes and online tests https://www.brightredbooks.net/subjects/engscience

Component Marks %of overall grade Assessment

Question Paper 110 69% 1. hours50min exam (N5)

2. hours30min exam (H)

Assignment 50 31% 8 hours- in school

¶ Breakdownof courseassessmentcomponents:

National 5 & Higher:



National 5 French, Spanish and German

Access to revision resources

Å Vocabulary in jotters
Å Lesson slides  e-mailed/shared on Glow/ Edmodo as required
Å SQA Past Papers are available on their website
Å Supported study sessions by arrangement
Å Quizlet to create flashcards/ online testing

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

Here is a list of helpful revision tools which pupils can use to revise at home:

Å Word Reference (Online Dictionary)
Å Word Reference (Verb Conjugator)
Å Quia (Create your own revision flashcards for free)
Å News in slow  (podcasts about every dayõs news, can be filtered according to 

topic area or grammar point
Å Brightreddigital zone
Å BBC bitesize
Å SCHOLAR

PaperOne:Reading and writing 1 Hour30Minutes 37.5%Overall Grade

PaperTwo: Listening 30Minutes 25%Overall Grade

Writing Assignment Completed in class 12.5%Overall Grade

Talking exam Completed andassessed
internally

25%Overall Grade

Breakdown of course assessment components 
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Higher French, Spanish and German

Access to revision resources

Å Vocabulary in jotters
Å Lesson slides  e-mailed/shared on Glow/ Edmodo as required
Å SQA Past Papers are available on their website
Å Supported study sessions by arrangement
Å Quizlet to create flashcards/ online testing

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

Here is a list of helpful revision tools which pupils can use to revise at home:

Å Word Reference (Online Dictionary)
Å Word Reference (Verb Conjugator)
Å Quia (Create your own revision flashcards for free)
Å News in slow  (podcasts about every dayõs news, can be filtered according to 

topic area or grammar point
Å Brightreddigital zone
Å SCHOLAR

PaperOne:Reading and writing 2 Hours 37.5%Overall Grade

PaperTwo: Listening 30Minutes 25%Overall Grade

Writing Assignment Completed in class over the course of 
the year and sent to SQA

12.5%Overall Grade

Speaking assessment Completed andassessed
internally

25%Overall Grade

Breakdown of course assessment components 
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N5/Higher Geography

Breakdown of course assessment components

National 5

Higher 

48%

32%

27%

80%

20%

What do pupilõs need to know?
Å There are three units that students will need to be familiar with in National 5 
and Higher Geography.
These are: Physical Environments, Human Environments and Global Issues.
Å Revision content for those working towards National 5 level is available at
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/znbw2hv
Å Revision content for those working towards Higher level is available at
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zmhs34j

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

ÅYou can question your young person on key topic areas using flashcards or a similar method
ÅYou can encourage your young person to keep up to date with current affairs by watching 
the news or documentaries
ÅYou can proof-read your young personõs essays or extended question responses to check 
accuracy
ÅFor knowledge questions, encourage your young person to start to answer these without their 
notes being available
ÅFor skills based questions, direct your young person to the SQAwebsite to view past papers
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N5/Higher Geography

Available through access to the CAS ð

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecGeography.pdf

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/RNQCourseSpecGeographyNational5.pdf

Access to revision resources

Online ðthe following materials can be accessed either via the classõ Edmodo Revision 
content through Edmodo ðplease see teacher for login code https://www.edmodo.com/ 
or can be emailed directly to students/parents/carers upon request:
Lesson slides 
Course notes
Model papers and marking instructions
Paper based notes/textbooks ðstudents have paper based copies of core materials, 
revision notes and checklists. These should be used to support lessons at home.
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N5/Higher Graphic Communication

Component Marks %of overall grade Assessment

Question Paper -N5 80 67% 2 hoursexam(N5)

Higher 90 64% 2 hours30min exam (H)

Assignment - N5 40 33% 8 hours- in school

Higher 50 36%

¶ Break down of courseassessmentcomponents:

National 5 & Higher:

¶ Course content and how to access:

Available on pa ges5-14 of the Course Assessment Specification

document: National 5:
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/GraphicCommunicationCourseSpecN5.pdf

Higher:
https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecGraphComm.pdf

¶ Accessto revi sion resources:

o Digital Notes & Online Support - Edmodo
o Paper-based notesand bookletsissued by class teacher if required

Here pupilscanaccessrevision notesand course notesalong with model papers.

¶ How can you as a parent /carer best support at home?

Fortheory questions, ask your childquestionsfrom the model/SQApastpapersand

check using the marking instructions.

Obtain via library/bookshops/onlineretailers

ðBrightRED HigherGraphic

CommunicationCourse Book or

alternatively Leckie& Leckie Course Notes

for both N5and HigherGraphic

Communication.
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N5/Higher History

Breakdown of course assessment components

National 5

Higher 

What do pupilõs need to know?

ÅThere are three units that students will need to be familiar with in National 5 and Higher History.
These are: Germany 1815-1939 and Migration and Empire 1830-1939 and The Atlantic Slave Trade 
ðFree at Last (civil rights in the USA and the wars of Independence 1286-1328) at National 5 and 
at Higher. 
Senior National 5 classes study 3 of the following migration and empire 1830 ð1939, the making of 
modern Britain, Hitler and Nazi Germany and The Atlantic slave trade.

ÅRevision content for those working towards National 5 level is available at
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/z2phvcw

ÅRevision content for those working towards Higher level is available at
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zxpfb9q

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

ÅYou can question your young person on key topic areas using flashcards or a similar method
ÅYou can encourage your young person to broaden their historical knowledge by watching 
documentaries
ÅYou can proof-read your young personõs essays or extended question responses to check accuracy

40%

33%

27%

80%

20%
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N5/Higher History

Available through accessto the CAS ð

https://www.sqa.org.uk/files_ccc/HigherCourseSpecHistory.pdf

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/47447.html

Accessto revision resources

¶ Onlineðthe following materialscanbe accessed either via the classõEdmodo group
or canbe emailed directly to students/parents/carersupon request:

o Lessonslides
o Coursenotes

¶ Model papersand marking instructions

¶ Paper based notes/textbooksðstudentshave paper based copiesof core
materials, revision notes and checklists. These should be used to support lessonsat
home.

How canyou asthe parent/carer bestsupport at home?

¶ You canquestion your youngperson on key topic areasusing flashcardsor a similar
method

¶ You canproof-read your young personõsessaysor extended question responsesto
check accuracy

¶ You canencourageyour young person to broaden their historical
knowledge by watching documentaries

¶ Forknowledgequestions, encourageyour youngperson to start to answer these
without their notes beingavailable

¶ Forskillsbased questions, direct your youngperson to the SQAwebsite to view

pastpapersor ask yourteacher for pastpapers.
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National 5 Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft

¶ Course content and how to access

Available:

SQAwebsite- https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/56929.html

¶ Accessto revi sion resources

- Digital Notes & Online Support - Edmodo
- Paper-based notesand bookletsissued by class teacher if required

¶ How can you as a parent /carer best support at home?

Fortheory questions, ask your childquestionsfrom the model/SQApastpapersand

check using the marking instructionsand N5 course flash cards.

Obtain via library/bookshops/onlineretailersðBrightRed N5Hospitality: 

Practical Cake CraftStudy Guide, 

Loginto BrightRED Publishing Hospitality: Practical Cake Craft Digital Zone-

Revision Site for course notesand onlinetests

https://www.brightredpublishing.co.uk/shop/n5-hospitality-practical-cake-craft

¶ Break down of courseassessmentcomponents

Component Marks %of overall grade Assessment

Component 1: N5Question Paper 25 25% 45mins

Component 2: N5Assignment 30 22% 8 hours

Component 3:N5PracticalActivity 70 53% Extended Period of Time
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National 5 

¶ Course content and how to access

Available:

SQAwebsite- https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/45681.html

¶ Accessto revi sion resources

- Digital Notes & Online Support - Edmodo
- Paper-based notesand bookletsissued by class teacher if required

¶ How can you as a parent /carer best support at home?

Fortheory questions, ask your childquestionsfrom the model/SQApastpapersand

check using the marking instructions.

Obtain via library/bookshops/online retailers ðBrightRedN5 Hospitality: Practical 

Cake Craft Study Guide,

¶ Break down of courseassessmentcomponents

Component Marks %of overall grade Assessment

Component 1: N5Question Paper 30 25% 1 Hour

Component 2: N5Assignment 18 13% 1 hour 30 mins

Component 3:N5PracticalActivity 82 62% 2hours 30 plus preparation time

Hospitality: Practical Cookery  44



National 5 Mathematics

¶ Breakdown of course assessment components  

Paper 1   Non Calculator    1hr 15 mins 50 marks     

Paper 2  Calculator  1hr 50 mins 60 marks 

¶ Course content and how to access 

Full course content available on 

https://www.national5maths.co.uk/free-national-5-maths-2/

¶ Access to revision resources 

Pupils have been supplied with a revision pack which includes: 

- Course notes and worked examples

- Past papers and marking instructions

- Past paper questions divided into key areas and marking instructions  

- textbooks/revision questions  

For more past and practice paper questions and solutions use the following 

https://www.national5maths.co.uk/free-national-5-maths-2/

¶ How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

- If your child get stuck with a past paper question, encourage them to search for a 
YouTube solution for that question e.g., if they search National 5 maths 2015 paper 2 
question 7 ða solution should appear. Most SQAMaths papers have video solutions 
online.

ðthe following materials can be accessed  via the classõ Edmodo Revision content 
through Edmodo ðplease see teacher for login code https://www.edmodo.com/

- Lesson slides 

-Course notes

Encourage your child to attend Maths supported study, their teacher will give them 
details of when and where.
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National 5 Applications of Mathematics

¶ Breakdown of course assessment components

Paper 1 Non calculator 1hr 5 minutes 45 marks

Paper 2 Calculator 2 hours 65 marks

Achievement of this course gives automatic certification of the following Core Skill:

- Numeracy at SCQFlevel 5

¶ Course content and how to access

Full course content available on

https://www.national5maths.co.uk/n5-lifeskills-maths/

¶ Access to revision resources 

Pupils have been supplied with a revision pack which includes: 

- Course notes and worked examples

- Past papers and marking instructions

- Past paper questions divided into key areas and marking instructions  

- textbooks/revision questions  

For more past and practice paper questions and solutions use the following 

https://www.national5maths.co.uk/n5-lifeskills-maths/

¶ How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

- If your child get stuck with a past paper question, encourage them to search for a 
YouTube solution for that question e.g., if they search National 5 applications of maths 
2015 paper 2 question 7 ða solution should appear. Most SQAMaths papers have video 
solutions online.

ðthe following materials can be accessed  via the classõ Edmodo Revision content through 
Edmodo ðplease see teacher for login code https://www.edmodo.com/

- Lesson slides 

-Course notes

-Encourage your child to attend Maths supported study, their teacher will give them 
details of when and where.
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Higher Mathematics

¶ Breakdown of course assessment components  

Paper 1   Non Calculator   1 hr 30 mins  70 marks     

Paper 2  Calculator  1hr 45 mins  80 marks 

¶ Course content and how to access 

Full course content available on 

https://www.highermathematics.co.uk/higher-maths-whole-course/

¶ Access to revision resources 

Pupils have been supplied with a revision pack which includes: 

- Course notes and worked examples

- Past papers and marking instructions

- Past paper questions divided into key areas and marking instructions  

- Paper based notes/textbooks/revision questions  

For more past and practice paper questions and solutions use the following 

https://www.highermathematics.co.uk/higher-maths-whole-course/

¶ How can you as the parent/carer best support at home? 

- the best way to revise maths is by completing  past papers and then marking answers 
with the marking instructions.

- If your child gets stuck with a past paper question, encourage them to search for a 
YouTube solution for that question e.g., if they search Higher maths 2015 paper 2 question 
7 ða solution should appear.  Most SQAMaths papers have video solutions online. 

ðthe following materials can be accessed  via the classõ Edmodo Revision content through 
Edmodo ðplease see teacher for login code https://www.edmodo.com/

- Lesson slides 

-Course notes

- Encourage your child to attend Maths supported study, their teacher will give them details of 
when and where.
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Adv Higher Mathematics

¶ Breakdown of course assessment components  

Paper 1   Non Calculator   1 hr 35 marks     

Paper 2  Calculator  2hrs 30 mins  80 marks 

¶ Course content and how to access 

Full course content available on 

https://www.advancedhighermaths.co.uk/

¶ Access to revision resources 

Pupils have been supplied with a revision pack which includes: 

- Course notes and worked examples

- Past papers and marking instructions

- Paper based notes/textbooks/revision questions  

For more past and practice paper questions and solutions use the following 

https://www.advancedhighermaths.co.uk/

¶ How can you as the parent/carer best support at home? 

- the best way to revise maths is by completing  past papers and then marking 
answers with the marking instructions.

- If your child gets stuck with a past paper question, encourage them to search for a 
YouTube solution for that question e.g., if they search Advanced Higher maths 2015 
paper 2 question 7 ða solution should appear.  Most SQAMaths papers have video 
solutions online. 

ðthe following materials can be accessed  via the classõ Edmodo Revision content 
through Edmodo ðplease see teacher for login code https://www.edmodo.com/

- Lesson slides 

-Course notes

- Encourage your child to attend Maths supported study, their teacher will give them 
details of when and where.
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Higher Media

Paper One

Analysis of Media Content

2 hours and 15 minutes 50 marks 

33% of overall grade

Paper Two

Role of the Media

1 hour 20 marks

17% of overall grade

Assignment

Development, Making and 

Evaluation of Media piece

Completed in class and during 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜ

60 marks

50% of overall grade

COURSE CONTENT

Paper One ðAnalysis of Media Content

This paper is broken down into two sections. A section for which the students will have studied a 
range of media in class and a section analysing unseen media content. 

Section 1: analysis of media content in context (40 marks). Candidates answer questions on 
relevant key aspects of media literacy. Candidates must be familiar with the seven key aspects 
of Media (language, representation, categories, narrative, audience, institutions, society) and 
able to integrate their analysis of the Media that they have studied in relation to these key 
aspects. Students will usually study a range of films from the same genre or Director in class in 
order to answer this section.

Section 2: analysis of unseen media texts (10 marks). Candidates choose one pair of print texts 
from the three pairs provided in the question paper. They choose from film posters, 
advertisements or magazine front covers. They must apply their understanding of the media 
key aspects to their analysis of their chosen pair of texts and compare their similarities and 
differences. Students are prepared for this by looking at the features of film posters and 
advertisements and their intended effect on the audience.

Paper Two ðRole of the Media

This question paper assesses candidatesõ ability to apply knowledge and understanding by 
analysing the role of media in society. There will be one question in this section that focuses on 
the mediaõs purpose of profit, promotion and/or public service. The students will prepare for this 
by exploring the role of the media through a range of moving images and print media in class. 
For example, they may look at the representation of women in advertising. 

Assignment

The assignment is the studentõs opportunity to showcase what they have learnt from the course 
by creating their own piece of media, usually a short film or trailer for their own film. The 
assignment has two sections: section 1: planning (30 marks) and section 2: development (30 
marks). The students create a portfolio of writing that sets out their objectives for their media 
assignment, make the piece and then evaluate it. All of this is submitted for external assessment 
to the SQA.
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Higher Media

Access to revision resources

¶ Edmodo for PowerPoints of lessons
¶ Model essays and essay structures
¶ Supported study sessions ðdrop-in and focussed revision seminars
¶ Secondary research handouts
¶ Links to films and clips that might assist understanding

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

¶ Discuss films and TV programmes as you watch them at home
¶ Discuss how the media presents society on screen and in news sources
¶ Test your child on what the media key aspects are
¶ Explore print advertisements and film posters and the language and imagery that is used 

within them
¶ Ask your child what films they have are analysing and how they link to the media key 

aspects

Encourage your child to complete past papers
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N5/Higher Modern Studies

Breakdown of course assessment components

National 5

Higher 

47%

25%

27%

80%

20%

What do pupilõs need to know?

ÅThere are three units that students will need to be familiar with in National 5 and Higher 
Modern Studies. These are: Political unit, Social unit and International unit.  The topic will 
depend on the year group.
ÅRevision content for those working towards National 5 level is available at:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zxsnb9q
ÅRevision content for those working towards Higher level is available at:
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/ztsvr82

How can you as the parent/carer best support at home?

ÅYou can question your young person on key topic areas using flashcards or a similar method
ÅYou can encourage your young person to keep up to date with current affairs by watching 
the news or documentaries
ÅYou can proof-read your young personõs essays or extended question responses to check 
accuracy
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N5/Higher Modern Studies

12 |  P a g e 

 

 

¶ Workshare (in school) ς pupil needs a USB drive 

¶ Online ς the following materials can be accessed either via the classΩ Edmodo or Glow group or can be 

emailed directly to students/parents/carers upon request: 

o Lesson slides 

o Audio lessons 

o Course notes 

¶ Model papers and marking instructions 

¶ Paper based notes/ textbooks ς students have paper based copies of core materials, revision notes 

and checklists. These should be used to support lessons at home. 

 
How can you as the parent/ carer best support at home? 

 

¶ You can question your young person on key topic areas using flashcards or a similar method 

¶ You can encourage your young person to keep up to date with current affairs by watching the news or 

documentaries 

¶ You can proof-read your young persƻƴΩǎ essays or extended question responses to check accuracy 

¶ For knowledge questions, encourage your young person to start to answer these without their notes 

being available 

¶ For skills based questions, direct your young person to the SQA website to view past papers 

Adv Higher Modern Studies

Component Marks Duration

Component 1: Question paper 90 3 hours 65%

Component 2: Dissertation 30 Submitted externally by start of April 35%

Breakdown of course assessment components

What do pupilõs need to know?

ÅThere are two units that students will need to be familiar with at Advanced Higher Modern 
Studies. 

These are: Understanding criminal behaviour and Responses to crime.
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